Aetat. 59. J
T/ic crime of adultery.
He seemed pleased to talk of natural philosophy. ' That woodcocks, (said he,) fly over to the northern countries is proved, because they have been observed at sea. Swallows certainly sleep all the winter. A number of them conglobu-late together1, by flying round and round, and then all in a heap throw themselves under water, and lye in the bed of a river V He told us, one of his first essays was a Lathi poem upon the glow-worm. I am sorry I did not ask where it was to be found.
Talking of the Russians and the Chinese, he advised me to read Bell's travels a. I asked him whether I should read Du Halde's account of China4. ' Why yes, (said he,) as one reads such a book; that is to say, consult it.'
He talked of the heinousness of the crime of adultery, by which the peace of families was destroyed. lie said,' Confusion of progeny constitutes the essence of the crime; and therefore a woman who breaks her marriage vows is much more criminal than a man who does it6. A man, to be sun-, is criminal in the sight of Goi>: but he does not do his wife a very material injury, if lie does not insult her; if, for instance, from mere wantonness of appetite, lie steals privately to her chambermaid. Sir, a wife ought not greatly to resent this. I would not receive home a daughter who had run away from her husband on that account. A wife should study to
1 Johnson docs not give CtwgMwlatf in his Dtrfftwary; only rait-globe. If he used the word it is not likely that he said 't'onglobtilate together*
4 Gilbert White, writing on Nov. 4, 1767, after mentioning that he had seen swallows roosting in osier-beds by the river, .says:— ' Thin seems to give some countenance to the northern opinion (strange as it is) of their retiring under water.' White's XftlwHc, Letter xii, See also jfoutf, May 7, 1773.
3 Travels from .SV. Pctersburgh in Russia to divers parts of Asia, By John Bell, Glasgow, 1763 ; 410. 2 vol.s.
* I. D'Isracli (Curiosities of Literature, ed. 1834, i. rtj4) ranks thin book among Literary Impostures. 'Du Ilalde never travelled ten leagues from Paris in his life; though lie appears by his writings to be familiar with Chinese scenery." See ante, i. 158,
6 Sccpost, Oct. 10, 1779.
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